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Andorra residents have been
complaining for years about the
big empty Route 9 bus running
through their neighborhood.
The bus ran every half hour and
more frequently during peak
hours. It was empty because
Andorra was the end of the run.
The rest of the route had a
decent ridership and buses were
packed during rush hour.

Packed buses were not the norm
on Route 35. The route ran up
and down the hills through
Manayunk and Central
Roxborough in a one-way loop.
It had one of the lowest ridership
rates in the city, only 230 riders

a day during the week. A few
years ago SEPTA extended the
loop along Main Street to the
Wissahickon Transfer Center
(WTC) hoping to increase
ridership and save the route. It
didn’t happen.

Rather than cancel the route,
SEPTA looked to another
extension to increase
ridership. The Route 9
would end at Ridge and
Summit and be replaced
by the Route 35
extension to Andorra.
Route 61 express buses
would extend to
Andorra for commuters
to and from Center City.
Both buses are smaller
than the 60 foot Route 9
bus. The Route 35 bus
is 30 feet long and the
Route 61 uses a 40 foot
bus.

Public hearings held in Andorra
in April 2002 allowed for public
response to the planned

c h a n g e s .
Problems with
the Route 35
e x t e n s i o n
concerned the
H e a r i n g
Examiner. The
loop route with
a n o t h e r
e x t e n s i o n
would burden
the current 230
riders.

When the route
was extended

to WTC a few years ago, most
riders just took a longer ride,
going out and back on Main
Street to WTC and then up
Fountain and on to the Ridge
Avenue Business District. Often
they would sit through a layover
at WTC and another at Fountain.
Most of those riders are seniors
and have no other way of getting

to critical destinations like the
grocery store, doctor and
pharmacy.

The Hearing Examiner approved
terminating the Route 9 at Ridge
and Summit. However, he
directed SEPTA to design a more
efficient course for the Route 35.

SEPTA proposed making the
entire Route 35 two-ways. This
was no easy task given the steep
hills and one-way streets of the
area. Their plan had the bus run
two-ways on upper Silverwood,
between Fountain and
Leverington. It would exclude
the lower section of Silverwood,
between Leverington and Rector,
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which was a one-way street.
A SEPTA bus had never run on
upper Silverwood although
school buses and large trucks
were common. Residents
complained of excessive noise
and increased traffic congestion.
They did not take kindly to even
a short, 30 foot bus on their
street. Residents along lower

Silverwood were
distressed at their
loss of service.
Bus drivers had
trouble keeping
to the 30-minute
schedule with
this route.

SEPTA created a
c o m p r o m i s e
route to placate
both sections of
S i l v e r w o o d .
They proposed a
one-way loop to

run on lower Silverwood from
Leverington to Green Lane and
out to WTC. The bus returns up
Fountain and across upper
Silverwood to Leverington and
back to the two-way route.
Residents on lower Silverwood
have service restored and
residents on upper Silverwood
have the bus running only one-
way and only half the time.

The complaints have eased. The
final test will be when these
routes run for a final 90-day trial.
Near the end of that time public
hearings will be held on whether
or not to make this route
permanent.
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This article is based on the Autoholics
Anonymous program written by Riley
Geary (http://www.zzapp.org/rileygea/
tortoise/autohol.htm) in 1997. This idea
is gaining in popularity and can be
checked out at www.autoholics.org.

Most of us are all too aware of the
problems associated with alcoholism, drug
abuse, and similar addictions. But have
you ever felt you were addicted to your
car?  Of course car ownership itself is not
really an addiction and even if you tend to
overuse yours, you don’t have to get rid
of your car to break the habit.  But could
you go without using your car for one or
two days each week?  How about a whole
week? Try this simple test to determine if
you, or someone you know, might actually
be an autoholic:

1. Do you have a closer and more
enduring relationship with your
automobile than with most of the
people in your life?

2. Do you suffer anxiety attacks or
feelings of complete helplessness
and a sense of loss when your
car is in the shop for repair?

3. Are you so used to taking your
car on even the shortest of trips
that you often spend more time
searching for a parking spot than
driving where you’re going?

4. Do all of your car expenses
consume more of your paycheck
than either food or rent?

5. Are you now or have you ever
been an uninsured motorist, or
driven without a valid license,
simply because you had no other
way to get around?

6. If you had to choose between
grass and gas, would you prefer
life without a lawn?

7. Are you concerned about air
pollution, traffic congestion, and
parking difficulties but fail to
consider your own contribution
toward these problems?

8. Do you think that the solution to
Manayunk’s traffic congestion is
to widen the streets and bridges
by widening the road and/or
reducing sidewalks?

9. Do you find yourself parking
your car on the sidewalk more
often than in the street?

Of course some of the above questions
are asked tongue in cheek. But if you
answered YES to one or two of these
questions, you may have an auto-
dependency problem.  If you answered
yes to three or more, there are plenty of
ways for you to reduce the use of your
car. A twelve-step program to help ease
your auto addicition can be found on the
internet at www.carbusters.org.  The good
news is that this is behavior that can
easily be changed if you desire. Contact
Clean Air Council’s Manayunk Travel
Awareness Campaign’s (MTAC) for more
information on reducing your reliance on
your automobile.  For more information,
contact Dennis Winters at
dwinters@cleanair.org or 215-567-4004 ext.
233.
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