


Right: Tobacco Smoke Pollution Program Director, Thurm Brendlinger (bottom right) kicks off the Council’s Smoke-
free Community Challenge with members of the York County Tobacco-free Coalition.
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The Clean Air Council has partnered with students at both
LaSalle University and the Community College of Philadelphia
(CCP) to support tobacco-free campuses. Students Working
Against Tobacco (SWAT) consists of student activists that
want to see their college adopt healthier smoking policies. Just
as efforts can be made to eliminate secondhand smoke from
private homes or establishments, students can use advocacy
tools to make their campus smoke-free.

With the tobacco industry’s marketing campaigns target-
ing 18-24 year olds, SWAT’s effort is much needed. LaSalle
and CCP have their own outreach strategies that consist of
awareness campaigns, demonstrations exhibiting the health
effects of smoking, and free resources to help students kick the
habit. More and more colleges and universities are providing
smoke-free dorms and campuses and adopting policies that
protect the health of their students. By working with the
Philadelphia Department of Public Health and SWAT, the
Council hopes to bring healthy changes to Philadelphia’s col-
leges. For more information contact Project Coordinator Ryan
Schneider at 215.567.4004, ext. 110 or rschnei-
der@cleanair.org.

In March, the Council kicked off the
“Smoke Free Community Challenge” in
York, Dauphin and Centre counties the
three most populous counties in Central
Pennsylvania. The Smoke-Free Community
Challenge is an awareness campaign aimed
at community members to educate them
about the harmful effects of second-hand
smoke exposure and to encourage smokers to
take their smoking outside. In Harrisburg, City
Council officials, working with the Council, partici-
pated in the Smoke-Free Community Challenge kick-
off event in March and gave away tee-shirts for the first
signers of a pledge to go smoke-free in their homes and cars.
Later, City Council handed out free smoke-free window
clings to the first 300 people to pledge. In York, the kickoff
came after the York County Council declared a proclamation
for Kick Butts Day on March 25, 2009. York City Council
also followed up a proclamation in support of the campaign.
Officials of the Borough of State College, Spike, State
College Spikes, the mascot of the State College Spikes, a

Minor
League affiliate

of the Pittsburgh
Pirates, and the Centre County

Coalition – joined with the Council to kick off the Smoke Free
Community Challenge in Centre County. For more informa-
tion contact Program Director Thurm Brendlinger at
215.567.4004, ext. 104 or brendlinger@cleanair.org.

Stop and Smell the Smoke-Free
Campuses and Communities

With audiences ranging from physicians to children, Clean Air
Council recently began an educational campaign focusing on air

pollution and its impact on asthma. The program focuses on identi-
fying environmental triggers such as dust, pollen, secondhand smoke,

ozone, and diesel emissions that not only exacerbate existing asthma, but
also increase the likelihood, especially in young children, of developing asthma.

The Council has provided information to healthcare professionals, such as Thomas Jefferson University
pediatric residents and staff at the University of Pennsylvania Lung Center, on how their patients can
conduct in-home assessments to identify and reduce triggers of asthma. Considering that most
Americans spend 90 percent of their time indoors - a majority of it in their own home – taking a
proactive approach to improve indoor air quality has proven to be a highly effective component to
asthma management. To reduce exposure to outdoor air pollution the Council encourages the use of
the Air Quality Index (AQI), a national tool that reports levels of pollution and their associated health
effects. The AQI is available on Clean Air Council’s homepage, www.cleanair.org, where users can also
sign up for AQI email alerts. For more information on air quality and health contact Project
Coordinator, Katie Edwards at 215.567.4004, ext. 102 or kedwards@cleanair.org.

Council Works to “Ease the
Wheeze” with Education

The Clean Air Council is pleased to announce improvements in our technological capacity which will enable

us to better serve our members, and more efficiently achieve our goals. The Council is currently upgrading

its database in order to better keep track of our constituents, partners, supporters and allies. This new data-

base will help the Council keep track of your interests and passions and will allow the Council to communi-

cate with you quickly and effectively. This will make sure that you never miss news on an important issue,

and are not bothered by issues that don’t interest you! In order to help the Council reduce our environmental

impact, please consider going digital with the Council by following us on Twitter @cleanaircouncil, and by

allowing us to communicate with you via e-mail, reducing the amount of paper waste we produce. Be sure

to keep an eye out for the new Clean Air Council website, currently under development, and check back reg-

ularly for your daily regional Air Quality Index and a wealth of information about how to protect everyone’s

right to breathe clean air! Remember, the Council will never sell, rent, loan or give your email address to any

third party. To receive communications including the newsletter via e-mail, please contact Membership

Coordinator, Adrian Testo at atesto@cleanair.org or by phone at 215-567-4004, ext. 107 and make sure to

leave a correct e-mail address for you.

Digital Upgrades Help Clean Air Council Reduce
Waste and Improve Effectiveness



Join Clean Air Council, the most active locally-based environmental organization in Pennsylvania and
Delaware with 7,000 members committed to the region's clean air future.

Send this form along with your tax-deductible
contribution to:

Clean Air Council
135 South 19th Street, Suite 300
Philadelphia, PA 19103

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone E-mail

Please charge my credit card: �� MasterCard �� VISA �� American Express

Card # Exp. Date

Signature

*Cumulative yearly gift of $150 recognized at www.cleanair.org and in the annual report.

3

M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M

Membership Services may be reached directly at 215.567.4004, ext. 107.  
Or become a member instantly by going to www.cleanair.org
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the PA Department of State by calling
800.732.0999. Registration does not imply endorsement

Yes, I want to protect our air!
�� $40 Individual
�� $60 Family
�� $150 Sustaining Supporter*
�� $365 Earth Day Donor
�� Other amount  $__________ 

delegation; released reports demonstrating the need and readiness for green pathways out of
poverty; and published letters-to-the editor and opinion pieces in newspapers throughout
Pennsylvania. 

The Senate will take up a climate and energy bill this fall and the Council will continue
to work with its members, community leaders, and business leaders across the state in the 
hopes that the Senate will pass a bill in time for the climate negotiations this December in
Copenhagen, Denmark.  For more information contact Project Coordinator, Katie Feeney 
at 215.567.4004, ext. 112 or kfeeney@cleanair.org.

Delaware “Plugs In” to
Clean Cars and Energy

Landmark Global Warming Legislation... continued

On June 30th 2009, Clean Air Council staff won a victory for the environment and the
future of the auto industry in Delaware by ensuring the passage of SB153, Delaware’s Vehicle
to Grid Act.  SB153 requires all electrical utilities in Delaware to buy energy that is put back
into the grid from the batteries of electric cars.  Electric cars, when plugged in, have the
potential to store a huge amount of electricity from the national grid, reducing the need to
produce new energy or new storage units for energy.

The passage of this legislation has prompted Auto Port in New Castle, Delaware to start
commercial production of its plug-in electric cars. This potential for new green jobs comes on
the heels of both Chrysler and GM closing their assembly plants in Newark. Besides helping
to resuscitate an important part of the State’s economy, the Vehicle to Grid program will
reduce Delaware’s dependency on foreign oil. For more information, contact Delaware
Outreach Coordinator, Jim Black at 302.691.0112 or jblack@cleanair.org. 

Clean Air Council launches
IdleFreePhilly.org – A Community
Resource
The Council has cham-
pioned many policies and
programs to reduce par-
ticulate emissions from
diesel engines over the
last decade. The Diesel
Difference Coalition,
formed in 2003, has
served as a regional
leader in promoting
clean diesel technologies
for vehicles and equip-
ment and implementing city-wide strategies to reduce the pollution emitted from diesel
engines. 

However, eliminating unnecessary idling, the running of a vehicle’s engine while parked or
not in use, remains a considerable challenge. This is true despite the fact that both city and state
law prohibit trucks and buses from idling for more than five minutes. When these vehicles leave
their engines running, they not only waste fuel, but they release harmful pollution and green-
house gasses into the air. There are no economic benefits to idling. Most idling is a result of
habit, or used for comforts like heat and air conditioning. Technologies such as auxiliary power
units (APUs) onboard or truck stops electrification, can provide heat and air conditioning 
without having to run an engine, and are widespread and easily installed. 

Public education and municipal enforcement of idling laws are key components of a 
comprehensive and effective anti-idling effort. To better address these problems, the Council 
created IdleFreePhilly.org, a web-based tool that uses the software developed by SeeClickFix,
which permits residents to report idling problems in their neighborhoods to city officials.  

IdleFreePhilly.org is easy to use and accessible by phone or the internet. When a resident sees
an idling vehicle, they can visit IdleFreePhilly.org or call 877.853.1552 and log a “clicket,” the
term used to report the incident. Once the idling is reported, the “clicket” is visible by anyone
on IdleFreePhilly.org or seeclickfix.org. Simultaneously, an email is sent to Clean Air Council,
and to the Philadelphia Department of Public Health’s Air Management Services, and the idling
is recorded in a database. This information will assist in the enforcement of illegal idling, and
will advance advocacy efforts and anti-idling signage. 

The Council sees IdleFreePhilly.org as a unique and innovative tool for improving air 
quality in the region. By engaging city officials, technology, non-profits and communities,
IdleFreePhilly.org is testament to the power of partnerships in improving health and safety in
Philadelphia. For more information on IdleFreePhilly.org contact Project Coordinator Kate
Zaidan at 215.567.4004, ext. 108 or kzaidan@cleanair.org.

With your help, IdleFreePhilly.org will become a great resource
to track locations around the city where idling is a problem.  

Electric vehicles offer an opportunity for Delaware residents to drastically change the way they
generate, use and store energy.



Since 1967, Protecting Everyone’s Right to Breathe Clean Air

Thousands Run for
Clean Air – April 18
With Mother Nature in full cooperation, Clean Air
Council’s Annual 5K Run for Clean Air, April 18, was
packed with runners of all ages celebrating Earth Day.
The Run, a yearly tradition dating back to 1981, is a
great way to enjoy the coming of spring and celebrate
healthy communities. Mark your calendar, next year’s
5K Run for Clean Air and Earth Day celebration is
scheduled for April 17, 2010.

The 5K Run for Clean Air is the region’s largest
Earth Day Celebration. As the Council’s largest fundrais-
ing event, the Run raises over $70,000 for quick, effective
action on priority programs. Run Sponsorships are
available at many different levels; don’t miss your
opportunity to get in on the action in 2010! For more
information contact Run Coordinator Ryan Schneider
at 215.567.4004, ext. 110.

Philadelphia Office
135 S. 19th Street, Suite 300
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215.567.4004

Harrisburg Office
107 N. Front Street, Suite 113
Harrisburg, PA 17101
717.230.8806

Wilmington Office
712 W. 26th Street
Wilmington, DE 19802
302.691.0112

For four decades, members of
Clean Air Council have made
a difference in Pennsylvania,
New Jersey and Delaware,
helping everyone to breathe a
little easier. Members receive
quarterly issues of Fresh Air,
action alerts, invitations to
special events and the annual
5K Run. Please send your
comments to Joe Minott,
Executive Director.

Thinking about a bequest?
Consider leaving a gift to
Clean Air Council in your will.
Learn more by calling
215.567.4004, ext. 116.
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The House of Representatives finally took action on global
warming pollution. On June 26, 2009, the House narrowly
voted to pass the American Clean Energy and Security Act
of 2009 (ACES). It was frustrating to watch a global warm-
ing bill with much potential fall prey to narrow parochial
interests, get greatly watered-down, and incorporate bad
environmental policies in order to achieve final passage.
But, and this is a big but, the House action starts the nation
towards finally dealing with its contribution to global
warming. It is now up to the Senate to pass, and President
Obama to sign, a final version of the legislation.

The Council supports ACES. The law will cap overall carbon emissions and over time lower the cap.
The law includes substantial investments in clean energy development, funding for worker transition to
the green economy, funding for smarter cars and the development of a more secure and efficient electrical
grid, and includes mandates for renewable electricity and energy efficiency.

It is important that the Senate build on what the House has already passed. We know that senators from
this region are concerned about losing jobs to developing countries that are not controlling their carbon
emissions, the impact on workers as America switches to a greener economy, and the future of our coal
resources. These are issues that can and should be addressed without weakening the bill.

In 2012 the Kyoto Protocol runs out. Later this year in Copenhagen, the parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) will meet for the last time at the government level
before international climate agreements need to be renewed. It is essential that the United States attend
that meeting having passed a good climate change law.

I would love to hear our members’ views on this issue. Most of all I would urge each member to take
the time to contact your senator to express how important you think this issue is!

J O E ’ S C O R N E R




